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With each passing year, evolving trends have seen fashion 

consumers becoming more environmentally conscious, and 

increasingly demanding transparency and social responsibility in 

the textile supply chain. This uncompromising demand, working 

hand-in-hand with circular legislature, has accelerated the 

development of eco-friendly fabrics and resource-conscious 

manufacturing approaches. With sustainability a factor in their 

purchasing decisions, China’s large, emerging market for 

performance fabrics is driven by a new generation of consumers 

purchasing more athleisure and sportswear. Consequently, much 

foot traffic is expected at All About Sustainability (Hall 5.1) and 

Functional Lab (Hall 4.1) at the upcoming Autumn Edition of 

Intertextile Shanghai Apparel Fabrics. With the fair set to take 

place from 28 – 30 August 2023 at the National Exhibition and 

Convention Center (Shanghai), exhibitors at both zones will be 

showcasing innovative functional textiles with sustainable 

elements.  

 

A recent trend to emerge in work attire is the shift towards functional, 

comfortable, and versatile apparel, inspired by the work-from-home era. 

As one of the largest segments in the performance apparel industry, 

textile manufacturers now combine functional fabrics with formal 

aesthetics, catering to the demand for stylish, practical work clothing – a 

trend that fashion brands are increasingly embracing.  

 

Casual work attire and more sustainable sportswear are both trends that 

promise to attract buyers’ attention at the upcoming fair’s Functional 

Lab, located in Hall 4.1, with the zone an important tributary of the 

strong visitor flow at the recent Spring Edition. Ms Alice Zhao, Sales 

Manager of Henglun Textile (Vietnam), a frequent Functional Lab 

exhibitor, commented: “We exhibit at Intertextile Apparel every spring 

and autumn, and we will return for the next edition. There has been a 

definite increase in visitors compared to 2021, with buyers noticeably 

coming from Japan, the Middle East, and the US, and we look forward 

to seeing even more international participants at the Autumn Edition. 

Sustainability is majorly important, and we strive to enhance our 

production processes and to utilise raw materials such as organic 

cotton, recycled polyester, recycled nylon, recycled spandex, and 

TENCEL™.”  

 

This August, Functional Lab will once again be the home of multiple 
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collections of innovative functional fabrics for athleisure, sports, work, 

and protective wear. One key exhibitor is Nilit Ltd from Israel, a 

backwards integrated global manufacturer of nylon 6.6 fibres and yarns. 

The company develops unique polymers focused on comfort and 

performance, and aligns its production with sustainable practices, such 

as post-consumer recycling, water conservation, as well as utilising 

clean energy and reducing emissions.  

 

With sustainability a frequently discussed topic, and athleisure on the 

rise, integrating eco-friendliness with functionality is becoming more 

important than ever. Speaking at the Spring Edition, Ms Jeanie Hu, 

Marketing Director, Greater China of HeiQ, said: “We use bio-based 

materials as our products’ main feature and all of our growth products 

are sustainable. As an example, we convert recycled jeans into a 

cellulosic yarn, AeoniQ™, which is a completely biodegradable 

polyester and nylon substitute. Consumers in China are more willing to 

buy products with sustainable roots and I believe more companies will 

begin offering these kinds of products.”  

 

To ensure consistent industry wide standards, it is necessary for 

suppliers to make their supply chains transparent and compliant with 

existing legislature. To this end, globally recognised standards and 

certifications are important tools. Shortly before attending Intertextile 

Apparel in Spring, Mr Marc Sidler, Group CMO of TESTEX AG, 

commented: “The pressure on companies to be more sustainable and 

socially responsible comes from end consumers, especially younger 

generations, and from governments and regulators. OEKO-TEX®  

strives to find worldwide certification solutions for our customers along 

the entire supply chain.”  

 

To this end, Messe Frankfurt’s Texpertise Network has consistently 

promoted the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through 

various formats, using the reach of its 50 worldwide textile events. 

 

Located in Hall 5.1, Intertextile Apparel’s’s All About Sustainability 

zone will be the ideal place for buyers to source eco-friendly products. 

With a focus on functionality, this zone’s highlighted exhibitor is We aRe 

SpinDye AB. The Swedish manufacturer offers polyester yarns and 

fabrics for apparel, produced exclusively from post-consumer water 

bottles and wasted clothing. Its sustainable colouring process is third-

party certified and fully transparent – by melting colour pigments and 

recycled polyester mass together, the company can create 

homogenously coloured yarns with 75% less water. 

 

Intertextile Shanghai Apparel Fabrics – Autumn Edition 2023 is co-

organised by Messe Frankfurt (HK) Ltd; the Sub-Council of Textile 

Industry, CCPIT; and the China Textile Information Centre. It will take 

place alongside Yarn Expo Autumn, CHIC and PH Value from 28 – 30 

August at the National Exhibition and Convention Center (Shanghai). 

For more details on this fair, please visit: www.intertextileapparel.com.  

 
-end- 
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Notes to editors: 
 
Further press information & picture material 

https://intertextile-shanghai-apparel-fabrics-

autumn.hk.messefrankfurt.com/shanghai/en/press.html   

 

Follow Intertextile Shanghai Apparel Fabrics on social media 

www.facebook.com/intertextileapparel 

https://twitter.com/Intertextile 

www.linkedin.com/in/intertextileapparel 

www.instagram.com/intertextileapparel 
 
Newsroom 

Intertextile Shanghai Apparel Fabrics is part of Texpertise, the textile 

business network. The network of Messe Frankfurt unites current topics, 

trends, and events around the textile business and connects more than 

500,000 people from all over the world.  

With more than 50 international textile trade fairs in 11 countries, Messe 

Frankfurt is the global market leader for textile trade fairs. Texpertise 

covers the entire textile value chain: research, development, yarns, 

fabrics, apparel, fashion, contract manufacturing, home and household 

textiles, technical textiles, processing and cleaning technologies. 

In collaboration with the United Nations Office for Partnerships, 

supported by the Conscious Fashion and Lifestyle Network, the 

Texpertise Network informs and mobilises the textile sector to 

implement solutions for social, economic and environmental change. 

Our aim is to create awareness for the Sustainable Development Goals 

at all our textile trade fairs worldwide – from Frankfurt, to New York, 

Atlanta, Shanghai and Paris.  

For more information from the international textile sector and Messe 

Frankfurt's global textile events, visit:  

 

http://www.texpertise-network.com 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/texpertise-network/ 
  
Background information on Messe Frankfurt 
 The Messe Frankfurt Group is one of the world’s leading trade fair, congress and event 
organisers with their own exhibition grounds. With a workforce of some 2,160 people at its 
headquarters in Frankfurt am Main and in 28 subsidiaries, it organises events around the 
world. Group sales in financial year 2022 were around €454 million. We serve our customers’ 
business interests efficiently within the framework of our Fairs & Events, Locations and 
Services business fields. One of Messe Frankfurt’s key strengths is its powerful and closely 
knit global sales network, which covers around 180 countries in all regions of the world. Our 
comprehensive range of services – both onsite and online – ensures that customers 
worldwide enjoy consistently high quality and flexibility when planning, organising and 
running their events. We are using our digital expertise to develop new business models. The 
wide range of services includes renting exhibition grounds, trade fair construction and 
marketing, personnel and food services. Sustainability is a central pillar of our corporate 
strategy. Here, we strike a healthy balance between ecological and economic interests, social 
responsibility and diversity. 
For more information, please visit our website at: www.messefrankfurt.com/sustainability. 
With its headquarters in Frankfurt am Main, the company is owned by the City of Frankfurt 
(60 percent) and the State of Hesse (40 percent). For more information, please visit our 
website at: www.messefrankfurt.com 
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